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Meeker, Arthur Knopf 
PRAIRIE AVENUE $3.00 


* Not since Years of Grace have we had a novel of manners- Chicago the setting- 
to compare with this. I found it fun to read, a sort of American ed Piush, Prairie 
Avenue, in the era of its grandeur, 1885 to the turn of the century, is really the hero 
of the story- Aunt Lydia, grande dame, whose past could not be unearthed is the heroine - 
and Ned Ramsay is merely the interlocutor, the interpreter of the passing scene. Ned had 
had no roots, his early youth was patterned by the good times and the bad times as his 
father's fortunes ebbed and flowed. Only when he went to Aunt Lydia and Uncle Hiram, in 
one of the bad times, did he find that Prairie Avenue claimed him as her own. Wiser than 
his years, he explored the reasons behind the facade:- Aunt Lydie's coterie of men was 
more than just “company”; and Mrs. Kennerly's “nerves” had a less fashionable significance. 
But Ned kept his knowledge to himself, and became the staff on which the others- old and 
young alike- learned to lean. The novel takes the reader behind the scenes, and the 
mores of the bombastic young city of 1885 to 1904 become real. There's nostalgia here 
for an older generation; there's a march of time, American-wise, for those who would ex- 
plore the not so distant past of bedizened splendor and easy wealth; and there are the 
stories of the loves and deaths that made up life on Prairie Avenue. Chicago was their 
monument; Prairie Avenue was their background; money their goal. The wrap-around jacket 
by John O'Hara Cosgrave II catches the flavor of the times. (May Literary Guild.) 


Appid-? 5/20 


Streeter, Edward Simon & Schuster 
FATHER OF THE BRIDE $2.50 


Good for a lot of laughs, particularly on the part of other fathers of brides, 
and - at not too close quarters- mothers of brides and even brides. There's still a sting 
in the picture of how the father slowly loses all rights to a say in what goes on. There's 
@ recognizable reflection of the casual hard-heartedness of modern youth, the ignoring of 
the conventions of earlier days, the brusque assumption that youth knows its own mind and 
will take nothing from the outmoded codes of their antiquated elders. From the pattern 
of changing attitudes towards hovering males, through the growing pains of acceptance, 
the painful dislocation of the engagement, the preparations for the big event, the shut- 
ting out of mere males, and the wedding itself- and the deflation afterwards- yes, it is 
all there, done with mirrors in Edward Streeter's best manner.... No question of its pop- 
ularity, but it seems an odd choice for the fook of the Month Club. Tllustrations by 
Gluyas Williams. 
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Two that are sure of sales, whether we iike it or not: Nataiie Anderson Scott’s THE 
HUSBAND (Dutton) on her name and her record, and Rosamond Marshaii’s CELESTE (Prentice- 
Haii) which 1s a very earthiy little item: for the Farreil foliowers, there is THE ROAD 
BETWEEN ‘Vanguard): and two first novels of exceptional quality but not sureiy saleabie- 
Tom Lea's THE BRAVE BULLS (Littie, Brown) and Oscar De Liso’s GOD'S THUMB DOWN (Scribner). 
Ngaio Marsh’ A WREATH FOR RIVERA (Littie, Brown) is a honey. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 10 


Lothar, Ernst Doubleday 
RETURN TO VIENNA $3.00 


Having to do with Felix von Geldern and his singularly unattractive family who- 
as Hitler enters- exit from Austria en masse, with the exception of Felix's mother. Once 
@ lawyer in Vienna, Felix takes a martyred stance in New York by becoming a sales clerk 
in a book department, while his family lives handsomely in suites at the Plaza. Grandma 
Viktoria and Felix, after he has secured American citizenship, return to Austria after the 
war to visit Felix's mother, line up the business ventures of the family, and have a bit 
of fun. There they find ruins and starvation and hopelessness. In a sick Vienna, Felix 
runs across the pro-Nazi singer, Gertrude, whom he had believed dead, and he marries her, 
thus forsaking the sweet, simple but dull girl he had left behind in America. Gertrude 
kills herself on their wedding night, unable to stand Felix's accusations and her own 
guilt, and Felix and Grandma return to America... A constant ambivalence motivates Felix- 
his love for both America and Austria, his love for an Austrian and an American woman, 
and he vacillates between these throughout. It all turns into a pretty tiresome and 


wooden affair. 


Worthington, Marjorie Doubleday 
THE ENCHANTED HEART $2.75 


Femininely styled, but with more substance than some, this tells of the un- 
questioning, undying love of Emily Brown for John Stickney, a painter of considerable 
celebrity. Emily, who finds only happiness in her subservience to Stickney, whose genius 
is equalled by his extremes of egotism, spends the summers with him in Toulon as his mis- 
tress, paints too- though hers is a minor talent. But this summer varies from others as 
John, close to a mental as well as a moral breakdown, tortures her physically, perversely, 
and finally Emily is forced to make a final break in the relationship. In so doing she 
goes on to a life of her own which knows no other love but leads to her acceptance as an 
artist in her own right.... If not wholly conventional, the indications here are for 


rentals rather than sales. 
dlerct 16 ~ Swan & 


Kelly, Judith Houghton, Mifflin 
A DIPLOMATIC INCIDENT $2.75 


With somewhat more serious intonations than “/arriage Is A Private Affair 

(Harper, 1941) but again the glossy finish, this projects a political and personal drama 
centering around a Russian peace party mission to Washington. With the arrival of Krosov, 
and Anya- his attractive assistant- from Moscow, it is John Wilson, old type State Depart- 
ment, who suspects and rejects the Russian overtures. While Gannett Wilson, his son, an 
idealist, an internationalist, is susceptible to the Russian delegates, and is particular- 
ly convinced of Anya's sincerity. Father and son break over the issue as John Wilson dis- 
misses the “road company Rasputin” and Gannett sees the justification of his belief when 
Anya, who allowed her own plea for pacifism to go beyond official protocol, is recalled 
for her weakness- to be killed... Not, quite as claimed, a thriller- but a nice neat job. 
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Macrae-Smith 
UNDER THE QUIET WATER $2.75 










































Wees, Frances Shelley 


Moving up toward a better grade of feminine fiction, as evidenced by its Ladies 
ome Journal appearance, this combines small town sympathy with likable leads and a narra- 
tive of a certain drama. With the death of a veteran returned from the wars, and some 
months later a second suicide, Allie Jordan, who edits the town paper, and Danny March, @ 
young lawyer, realize the pattern of terrorization and blackmail which is threatening 
many in Tressady. In their investigation of the victims, and the possible perpetrators, 
Allie and Danny finally flush the criminal, close off the tragedies with a double wedding 

. Good of its kind, which is chiefly rental. 


Williams, Charles ‘Pellegrini & Cudahy 
DESCENT INTO HELL $2.75 


By the English poet, novelist, critic, known chiefly in this country as the 
author of “.i Huiiows’ Eve which was published last fall, this is again a literary ab- 
straction concerned with the interplay of good and evil, past and present, the dead and 
the living, and the redemptive force of love. Battle Hill, an English village where once 
great wrongs had been committed, is the scene of a drama both temporal and supernatural- 
enacted chiefly by two; Wentworth, an older man, living in a house haunted by a suicide, 
whose recurrent dreams of a rope and a descent into hell change when his active pursuit 
of Adela, a young woman, is replaced by his fantasies of an imaginary Adela; and Pauline, 
a girl, whose young years have been shadowed by apparitions of herself... A strange story, 
with a spiritual, symbolic content often oblique, in prose of exceptional quality. 


March 28 


La, Farge, Christopher Coward -McCann 
ALL SORTS AND KINDS $3.00 


A third (The Wiisons, East by South»est) collection of short stories, these hold © 
an interest for writers as well as readers in that as well as a prefatory discussion of Ws 
le Farge's own working concepts, each story carries its own commentary, of what touched 
off that particular story, what intention is carried. The stories, highly readable indi- 
vidually, are- in the first part- externally motivated; of a man who had killed accident- 
ally; of another who killed intentionally; of a woman haunted by herself- her past; a man 
without a country; the jealousy of an artist's wife; etc. And in the second half they are 
more concerned with portraiture, with subtleties of mood, with passing- often quixotic- 
responses. The majority have had magazine appearance in Harper's, Town & Country, The 
American. The vew Yorker which speaks for their popular presentability, though the medium 


is not a popular one. 


Willette, Dorothy Davis Coward -McCann 
3 THE SPEAR PENNY $3.00 


With the lilting, “upside down" Welsh phraseology the story of whiplash-temper- 
ed Megan, long-enduring Rhys, and firm purposed Dilys, is told in sober narrative. From 
the Principality (Wales) to America come the three, bound by Megan's vicious pride on the 
night of her wedding to Rhys, which resulted in the accidental death of the father of 
Dilys‘ unborn child. There they head for Ohio to try their luck at farming. Megan afte 
the birth of her own daughter, runs away to the stage and with her manager,Early O'Rourke, 
attains a passing fame. Dilys and Rhys tame the land, fight fire and the shame of Megan‘ Ss 
desertion, and find a deep love for each other. Megan's popularity gone through her vilel) 
temper, Barly lost to her, she returns to bind Rhys to her again. The world of the mid- | 
19th century immigrants, of a nationality transplanted to a new country, this is story- — : 
telling of a substantial kind. 
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March 28 





Farrell, James T. Vanguard 
THE ROAD BETWEEN $3.50 







Farrell's first novel since Bernard Ciare (1946), this has some of the standard 
Farrell features- and some differences; the same socio-journalistic approach, the hard 
realism, the Chicago Irish-Catholic background, sex, and as a central character- Bernard 
Carr- a young man fighting his environment, though more successful in eliminating his in- 
fluences than other Farrell figures. The period too is different; Farrell has left the 
'20's, progressed to the dark depression days of the '30's. Bernard and Elizabeth have 
eloped, left Chicago, and live in one small room in Greenwich Village. Bernard, a strug- 
gling author, is trying to write a great novel; Elizabeth, naive, even childlike, loves 
Bernard but doesn't understand his conflicts, his loneliness, nor does he understand her 
desire for the material comforts which to him are the symbols of the background he hates. 
At the end, their sympathy is closer, though the baby they expected is dead; Bernard's 
novel is well on its way, and they go to Europe together. Washington Square and Union 
Square in the depression, replete with Communists, here portrayed as irrational fanatics,- | 
‘| for the artist cannot subject himself to the group and must go through an individualistic 
Hl struggle such as Bernard's. For the Farrell audience. 













































March-30- 6/2 


Grey, Zane Harper 
THE DEER STALKER $2.50 | 


More of the same old output, this tells of Ranger Thad Eburne, forest conserva- 
@ tionist, and his attempt to protect a herd of 50,000 deer doomed to death. It also tells 
of Eburne's love for Patricia, a moneyed, rootless eastern girl who feels that the west 
will purify her past and start her on a new life. Failing in his attempt to save the herd 
when a blizzard blocks the deer drive out of the canyon, Eburne returns to Patricia to 
find his love for her justified and reciprocated.... By certain standards, this may still 
seem like good, clean fun. 


March ?? 


Olivia William Sloane 
OLIVIA $2.75 


A first novel which will find considerable appreciation for the fine finish of 
its styling, the discretion and delicacy of its handling of a first love remembered many 
years later. It is Olivia, from the vantage point of maturity, who tells of her first 
experience with passion when with “the innocence of ignorance”, and from a girlhood walled 
by Victorian principle and morality, she is sent to a French school. There, an animation, 
an ardor, she had never known makes its first impact,finds its incarnation in Mile. Julie, 
the headmistress to whom several have been attracted and attached. Unaware of the fric- 
tion she is creating between Mlle. Julie and Mile. Cara, her partner, Olivia is only par- 
tially conscious of the nature of her feelings for Mlle. Julie, until, with Mlle. Cara's 
suicide, the school is disbanded-’ and Olivia returns to England.... For a fastidious 
following, the sensitivity, tenderness and restraint here give this a literary as well as 
emotional charm. 


April 7 


oO Doubleday 


McNaughton, Mildred 
THE WHITE FOUNTAIN $3.00 


A story of modern times in South Africa places American-born, Dutch descended 
Katryna, at Witfontein (White Fountain) the home of her fiance Pieter, whom she had met 
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Overseas during this war. She is accepted by all his family, except Maria who lives on 
hatred for Pieter, believing him the cause of her husband's death, and who plans through 
Pieter's native mistress, Coralie, to smash Katryna's happiness. The discovery of dia- 
monds and Pieter's reckless adventuring in protecting them, the great fire set by Cora- 
lie's husband in revenge for her coldness, all teach Katryna where her heart really lies 
and untangle the complex relations of Pieter and Maria. Backgrounded in the details of 
the farm life, begun in 1670, in the local scenery and colors, this provides solid read- 


ing for soberer feminine tastes. 


April 13 
Bradford, Roark Harper | 
THE GREEN ROLLER $2.00 / 
An imaginative creation of Negro sermons and characters, which the author pre- 
faces by declaring it has no foundation in fact, legend or folklore, this has all the | 


qualities of his earlier books, in the warm understanding of human frailties, the human 
attributes of the Lord, and the down to earth aspects of religion. The story of the Green 
Roller precedes the sermons, which read like spirituals, and tells of his mighty preaching, 
his discussions with the Lord. The sermons themselves wander in their texts but contrive 
new interpretations for Bible stories, for moral lessons, and give their congregations 
tangible, homely examples to illustrate their points. A specialty item, to be called to 
the attention of old admirers of this author. 


April 14 


Cabell, James Branch Farrar, Straus 
THE DEVIL'S OWN DEAR SON: | $2.75 


A 7é ty OF the Fatted Caif 


Mr. Cabell‘'s fiftieth and last book, to be published on his 70th birthday, re- 
veals a wise, restrained humor and not a little dabbling in the type of sorcery that calls 
to mind C. S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. Told in narrative style, this is the tale of 
one garrulous Diego de Arredondo Dodd who arrives in St. Augustine, Florida, via a chimney 
through the happy and libidinous doings of his Devil father, Red Samael. Diego, who has 
passed through the fires of youth, desires in middle age to settle down in St. Augustine 
in a castle with his lady love, Catherine Mary. Possessing a magic green stone, Diego 
makes his way to Hell and to father, and after bandying about, decides that instead of a 
castle he merely wants an oil circulator and a paint job done on his foster father’s room- 
ing house which he will inherit. Airy, tenuous stuff, with some nice ideas about the over- 
crowded conditions in Hell... Regular Cabell reader fare. 


April 20 


Lea, Tom Little, Brown 
THE BRAVE BULLS $3.00 


* An extraordinary and very unusual book, but a book nonetheless which will take 
some degree of salesmanship to overcome the idea a good many readers would have that a 
book about bullfighting might appeal to someone else- but not to them. I confess I should 
have been in that category before Hemingway broke down my resistance. But Tom Lea does 
something Hemingway never did for me;he takes me inside the minds of the people intimately 
connected with bull fighting. Not only the mtador, his hero, Luis Bello, but the manager, 
the family, the boys who practised in the equivalent of the sand lots, the villagers, the 
peoplé of Mexico, the ring managers, the breeders of the “brave bulls". A slender thread 
of story, as Luis Bello, idol of the ring, meets fear for perhaps the first time. A slow- 
healing leg injury betrays him; the violent death of an older matador, followed in quick : 
succession by the motor accident that costs the lives of his manager and the girl he loves, | 
@l1l combine to destroy that love of danger, confidence, sense of security. And the story ~ 
ends with a scene of high drama... Tom Lea is already known as an illustrator. In this, : 
his first book, he has created a unity of expression in superb drawings and a fascinating ~ 
text. Don't overlook this. 
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April 21 










Lowry, Robert Doubleday 
THE WOLF THAT FED US $2.75 







Eight stories by the author of Casuaity and Find Me In Fire wake their appear- 
anse from magazines and anthologies, Mademoiserie, The Western Review, Cross Section, 
Spearhead and Story. The title story is distinctly reminiscent of Burns’ The Galiery in 
its picture of Rome under the occupation, the soldiers and the women caught in the whirl- 
pool of the moment: the others range from a soldier's parting from his wife, a little 
Mexican girl who falls in love with a passing soldier, a soldier who drinks and beds his 
way through a leave, never getting home to his parents, a young soldier who would be a 
post, toa bitter tale of an Army chiseler who is the cause of Italian vengeance and the 

death of two of his friends, to a story of a neurotic young woman painter, and a small 
sketch of a veteran returned to civilian life. Strong brew, whose harsh impact is not 
for delicate tastes. Warning PLs. 






























Norman, Charles Doubleday 
THE WELL OF THE PAST $2.75 


A familiar enough theme- of a poet trying to find himself and passing through 
all the well-trodden circles in order to do so. David Gerald runs the gamut of being in 
Love with his mother, going to school, making love at fifteen, taking a sea voyage in the 
Mansfield stage, reading James Joyce, setting up for a bit at a New York university where 
he receives the moral and financial support of a professor, and finally ending up in 
Greenwich Village to Live. And there is one last stab as he takes off for Paris to swoon 
on the Left Bank and to eye Picasso. A matter of Bohemia and one damm woman after an- 
other. Some good creative writing on the descriptive level, but on the conversational, 

6 there is some that is wretched. 


Aprit 22 late S Wy 1 Lobe 


Mayrant, Drayton Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE RUNNING THREAD $3.00 


The author of last year's A Sword From Gaiway turns from 16th century to 19th 
for this story of South Carolina and the Civil War. Young Dinah, whose fervent Irish 
family disapprove of her love for an English soldier, is kidnapped by her brother and 
taken to America, where she finds a champion in Morry Bay, who brings her to his Mother. 
Dinah is installed as companion to little Dorry, and Charleston society learns to accept 
her. But Mel, who would marry Morry after she had had her fun with all other beaux, uses 
Dinah as a whipping boy, turns any incident concerning her into scandal. With the coming 
of the war, Mel goes so far as to brand Dinah a traitor and when her sourrilities are 
disclosed, and Dinah is freed of her promise to the English soldier, Morry is at last 
awake to his love for the Irish girl. Contrived but compatible historical romancing, 


this is for the popular market. 2b 
April 26 

Scott, Natalie Anderson ‘ Dutton 

THE HUSBAND $3.00 


Just as different from The Story ct Mrs. Murphyas that was different from The 
Sisters Livingston— this third novel of Mrs. Scott's is a strange study in the almost mor- 
© bid relationship between a man and his wife. Period setting- the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts in the early days of the new nation, when the stocks were the penalty for public 
swearing and when @ wowen was virtually a chattel obedient to her husband's will. Most 
wives found a way to assert themselves, but Cassie, at the start of the story a normal 
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girl, with eager sympathies and ample courage, becomes before the end of her career 4s 
wife, supine before her husband's unspoken whims, sadistic in taking out pent-up frustra~ 
tions on her children, jealous to the point of murder- unwitting though it might be. Her 
mother was a scold; Cassie had become like her, without her staunch virtues. And the hus- 
band, Mr. Rawson? Cruel, ambitious, mysterious to the end, when, as hangman, he promised 
to hurt her as little as possible. An unreal sort of tale- set in the mood of other times 
not too convincingly delineated. The reader could gladly throttle the principals without 
@ qualm. The market- under the impetus of the predecessors- will include many to whom 
this book may prove a let-down. While others who might be interested in the setting need 
your presentation. 


April 25 


Marshall, Rosamond Prentice-Hall 
CELESTE | $2.75 


Not unmindful of the promotion for this which will include money, a national 
autographing tour and a whole line of fabrics to be known as "Celeste Blue”, and never, 
never forgetting Aitty and Duchess Hotspur and the haircloth we should have worn, a shade 
of constraint seems indicated. Celeste, beautiful not not dumb, passionate but as yet 
untouched, is brought up in ignorance of the fact that her mother, once the queen of the 
Barbary Coast, is now- with her lover- Ed, running a fairly classy gambling house in L.A. 
Meeting Bart Strang, easterner out west for oil, Celeste falls in love with him, and he is 
attracted by her innocence as well as beauty. Learning however of her background, and 
feeling that he's been had, Bart tries to take her but Celeste refuses to be treated 
cheaply. Involvement in an oil deal, her kidnapping and her rescue- by Bart, lead to a 
reconciliation and this time it's marriage... Not as hot a little hotcake as the Duchess 
but a nice little aphrodisiac for the popular appetite. 


April 27 


Dryer, Bernard Victor Harper 
PORT AFRIQUE $2.50. 


Some pretty perpetual tension here for the story of Rip Reardon, battered and 
bitter after the war, who returns to Port Afrique to find that the wife he'd loved- 
Georgette- is dead. Knowing that Georgette had been killed, Rip refuses to let the case 
rest, faces those around him with belligerent mistrust; Ynez, the Spanish dancer, who 
loves him and whom he loves but cannot believe; Emile Delaigre, his partner, who had been 
involved in Axis dealings during the war; Moussac, police detective, whose quiet vigilance 
is personally as well as professionally motivated. Only with the theft of Georgette's 
diamond necklace do the facts become known and the dirty evidence of her infidelity, 
blackmail and murder clear the way for his love for the once suspect Ynez... A sultry, 
often stormy excitement here gives this its high score on readability. 


April af Yo 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Putnam, George Palmer 
HICKORY SHIRT $2.75 
Historical fiction of an 1849 Westward covered wagon train, this is a vigorous 
story of pioneer travel. In the rush to get to California, and for various reasona, a 
small part of the train decides to take a possible short cut, straight over the Sierra 
Nevada, and it is young Hickory, a Vermonter, who pulls them through. His feud with un- 
trustworthy Luke continues, his love for Marcy grows, and it is when he and Luke have to 
battle their way out for help, and back to the remnants of the party, that both have their 
climax, as they are caught in a cloudburst in a canyon. Very competently handled, this 
combines good adventure of the rugged sort, with believable frontiering. 
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De Liso, Oscar Scribner 


GOD'S THUMB DOWN $3.50 0° 


* A first novel of compelling intensity focusses 4 microscopic eye on local Ital- 


ian problems, with the town of Aceto, which is slowly sliding down the mountain, as a sym- 
bolic manifestation of the quality of the people. Catalyst of the numerous caste of char- 


acters is Renato, disillusioned, sick of life, sick of himself, but with a warm, angry 
love for his fellow-men. He shelters the son of a man just shot, houses the boy's two 


sisters, takes in & madwoman and her husband, gives refuge to a girl dying of tuberculosis, 


and is finally instrumental in bringing in Verni, leader of the men in the hills. Dying 
Dreina represents his love for death while Antonietta, carrying the child of Pane, head 
of Communist activity, provides the healthy love of life,- the pull of the two makes more. 
complex Renato's preoccupation with the grim affairs of the town. Antonietta'’s brother 
dies while looking for Pane, Verni's surrender is the signal for an attack on the town by 
the rest of his Communists in the hills, and in the ensuing period of rape, arson, mur- 
der, Renato at last escapes with Antonietta and some others. There is a power here that 
forces the despair, the hunger, the vile, the frustration down one's throat, there is 4 
mystical tenderness that offsets the harsher tones, and the whole, with some of the sear- 
ing scenes, makes for memorable reading. En garde, Pls! 


ALMOST PUBLISHED 


Edel, Leon- éd. Rutgers Univ. Press 
THE GHOSTLY TALES OF HENRY JAMES $5.00 


An anthology which brings together in one volume the haunted, haunting tales of 
Henry James who- with the exception of The Turn of the Screw,~is more usually overlooked 
in this field. In an extensive introduction by the editor, the many influences which led 
Henry James toward this type of writing are traced. The “family” ghosts, or the experi- 
ences of his father and his brother as they faced “unutterable” fears and night-terrors; 
the inheritance of other writers; the interest of that era in psychic phenomena; and 
James’ own return to memories of childhood in his later years and to the ghost story 
which he likened to the fairy tales of childhood... There are eighteen pieces here, in- 


cluding The Turn of the Screw, The Beast in the Jungle, The Joily Corner, Sir Edmund Orme, 


these perhaps the most familiar. (2/28) 
, OUTSIDE (AND INSIDE) THE LAW 


March 24 


Hale, Christopher Doubleday 
45'S LATE THIS MORNING $2.25 


Florida's West Coast is the setting for an intricate untangling of double death, 
with inheritances, interrelationships and masses of conflicting clues to confuse the read- 
er. Perhaps more to be recommended on basis of story than murder mystery but Inspector 
French, of the Michigan State Police, ‘on vacation, is practically in on the kill and man- 
ages to extricate the camouflage from the real thing. For those who like this type, the 
story will have their approval. 

April 7 


MacDonald, William Colt Doubleday 
7 POWDERSMOKE JUSTICE $2.50 


The Southwest cow country, and that trio of law and crime busters, the three 
Mesquiteers, again righting wrongs when they happen on the body of a man believed to be 
Glendon, a dope operator. With the deaths of others, and the contraband commerce still 
active, they run down the source of supply to a ghost town, kill off the many involved 
in the traffic.... Right smart. 





ee ee . 
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April 8 a 

Simon & Schuster 

THE INNOCENT BYSTANDER $2.00 


February 15, 1949 


Rice, Craig 


* Turning from straight homicide to the suspense story, this is synchronized at a 
high speed and tells of the murder of McGurn, gambling boss, on the Ferris wheel at an 
amusement pier. In the search that follows for Ellen Haven, the only witness, Tony Webb- 
just out of San Quentin, and Art Smith, copper, pursue Ellen with varied intents but equel 


intensity to a deadly finish.... Successful stuff. | 
apeexa SS MOH I" | 
Rinehart 

THE LEATHER DUKE $2.50 


Johnny Fletcher and Sam Cragg, flat broke again, in Chicago, are forced to go 
to work in a leather factory and find a corpse their first day. Police investigation is if 
offset by private snooping by Johnny and Sam; there is a gang fight in Little Italy; | 
Johnny gets taken for a ride and is left for dead; he uncovers bookies, unsavory pasts, | 
blackmail and makes good. Operation Standard and routine roughness for Fletcher fans. 


April 18 


Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
DYING ECHO $2.25 


Crime Club. Back to Mexico, this time Chichen Itza and its fabulous ruins is 
the setting for the killings of two guides, an eminent archaeologist, a meddlesome old 
lady, and @ girl who knew too much. It is the Mexican detective who untangles the con- 
plex plan for smuggling out museum treasure, who sorts out the complicated relationships 
of a group of Americans visiting this tourist spot. Good handling of the background and 
neat attention to characters make this a competent crime record. 


April 20 


Marsh, Ngaio Little, Brown 
A WREATH FOR RIVERA $2.75 


Gruber, Frank 


* Slow starter but a honey when on its way. It involves the murder of a particu- 
larly poisonous character, a Spanish accordion player de luxe, who has wormed his way. in- 
to a near engagement to the stepdaughter of an eccentric peer. The weapon, the incognito 
activities of the old peer, a drug racket, an unsuspected romance - and plenty of red 
herrings - all add up to problems and more problems for Social Register Inspector Alleyn 
and Inspector Fox. Plenty of story interest before the solution is reached. London the 
setting - the time, today. 


April 28 


Disney, Doris Miles Doubleday 
FAMILY SKELETON $2.25 


* Crime Club, Ranks high in idea as well as execution- this story of a nice, 
normal family trying to hide a crime. Uncle Joe is accidentally killed in a quarrel at 
@ family picnic dnd his relatives, rather than face the scandal and disgrace, bury him 
there, plot their course dnd their stories. But Uncle Joe's insurance policy trips them 
up and the special invéstigator, convinced of the family's implication in the matter, 
pieces together what must have happened, tells them off. Very neat. 


April 99 





Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ATOMSK $2.50 
Derived from the super-science school, this tells of the mysterious Atomsk, hid- 
den in Siberia, reported to be a threat to the world. It is up to top-spy, Dugan, to pen- 
etrate its secrets and let his activities be known to the Russians to quiet them down,and 
return alive. Three men have died, but Dugan, master of all fine points of espionage, does 
the job with bells on. Snappy, fast moving and fast thinking thriller. 


Smith, Carmichael 
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Grab Bag 






) For a uiterary audience— the third voiume of Andre Gide'’s JOURNALS (Knopf) and Mark 
~ Van Doren's brilliant biography of NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE (Wiciiam Sicane); aimed at 
the average American 1s Leland Stowe’s TARGET: YOU (Knopf) and it is to be hoped 
that the average American wili read it; and there is humourous entertainment in John 
Goucd’s AND ONE TO GROW ON (Morrow). None of these however iocok itke big seilers. 
See beiow for reports. | 





































PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 16 


Stern, Catherine Harper : 
CHILDREN DISCOVER ARITHMETIC $4.50 — 


ae Ee ne 


Primarily for teachers and teaching courses, this however may be of some help to 
parents struggling through the progressive teaching of numbers, for it explains not only 
the methods but also the aims of the new systems of education in numerical work. From the 
earliest conditioning, at nursery school age, this shows how knowledge is absorbed rather 
than taught, how through experience, with blocks, tracks, and actual work in counting, add- 
ing, subtracting, such systems carry through to more advanced work. It is the work of the 
Director of the Castle School in New York and sympathetically introduced by Professor 
Marguerite Lehr, of Bryn Mawr, and provides a detailed explanation and outline of this 
new structural arithmetic. 


March 21 


@ Gide, Andre Knopf 
JOURNALS OF ANDRE GIDE: Vol. III $6.00 


In this third installment of the Gide Journais, covering the period from 1928 to 
1939, we meet the finally mature man in his sixties. The period of storm and stress is 
over; the militant homosexualism is past; the war in his heart between Catholicism and 
Protestantism is in abeyance; most of the fevers of the flesh and soul have died down. 
What we get here is Gide at his critical rather than creative best, and many of his jot- 
tings about books and people are memorable. This is the period of Gide's interest in 
politics and above all in Communism and in these years he took his famous trip to Russia. 
His friendships continue, some ripen- notably with Martin du Gard and Valery. He becomes 
more and more philosophical, but- as he ages- he retains his vital power... Taken alto- 
gether this is a monumental work and an inimitable record of those fifty final years of 
western individualism from 1890 to 1940. It is one of the great literary records of all 
time and the market has been established by the first two volumes. 


March 21 


Swartz, Harry Rutgers Univ. Press 
ALLERGY: What It Is And “ret $2.75 
To. Do About It 


A serious, scientific explanation of allergies which dispels many common mis- 
conceptions and makes available considerable information on a professional rather than 
_ popular level. The history of allergies, and the years of investigation- sporadic at 
)\first- on animals and human. The two types of allergy, atopic and non-atopic. Drugs, 
oils and infective agents; physical agents; psychological factors; histamine; certain 
specific allergies; and the therapies, drugs, controls used... Not for the feaders’ Digest 
reader level, but unquestionably more authoritative. 












February 15, 1949 Non-fiction -99- 


ae Ark 2b 


Van Doren, Mark William Sloane 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE $3.50 











* By the professor, poet, writer, this is a candid and beautifuliy written bio- 
graphy, which combining as it does a human and literary excellence, outclasses the Randall 
Stewart (Yale) and Robert Cantwell (Rinehart) portraits which appeared last year. Mark 
Van Doren has cleared away the rubbish of years from the Hawthorne legend. Unbiased by 
earlier concepts of a mysterious recluse (Hawthorne's mother) and the nebulous estimates 
of a thwarted and unhappy man, author Van Doren has applied his painstaking scholarship 
with happier results. The book opens with a sympathetic account of Hawthorne's early 
years; the time spent in the “dismal chamber" in Salem where he learned the rudiments of 
his craft; follows the production of his tales and sketches with an analysis of the 
sources used, the criticism encountered. Facing a new life in 1838, Hawthorne marries, 
and happily too, and at the close of a dozen years writes (a S.ariet Letter. Van Doren's 
analysis of the origins, meaning, power of purpose of this masterpiece is the high point, 
not only of Hawthorne's life, but of this particular biography as well. Follows then the 
hey-iey of Hawthorne's life, the travels, the friendships, through to the last, lost 

years and his death. In William Sloane's fiver :can Men cf Letters Se::es and for a market 
which includes followers of fine biography as well as students, this book will have a 


permanent place. 
eaiees iu i 4/20 


Hanson, Eerie Parker Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
NEW WORLDS EMERGING $3.50 


















Considering the impetus of World War II for the development of new frontiers, 
this then expounds upon the new research being done in exploration in both the tropics 
and the Arctic, returns to the inheritance of “walls” history has placed around men's 
thinking in prejudicing them against these areas of the world. Productivity versus ex- 
ploitation, progress versus status quo, these are the qualities that mark his accounts 
of the Amazon, latin America, Puerto Rico, Liberia, Africa, Iceland, the Polar Sea, the 
Soviet Arctic, Alaska, as laboratories of the new endeavor in expansion. It is an in- 
telligent view of world problems, aware of the cultural needs as well as the economic, 
end well worth world-thinking reading. 


















Glesinger, Egon Simon & Schuster 
THE COMING AGE OF WOOD 3 Ja) $3.50 

Report repeated from November 1, 1947 when scheduled for previous publication, 
as follows: “In the belief that wood will become the ‘characteristic raw material’ of 
our civilization, this is a discussion of its many uses, and waste, and goes into inter- 
national considerations as well as industrial. The need for conservation, and intorgra- 
tion, of the forest industry, with Sweden setting the example; the German attempt to 
monopolize the wood market before the war and what would have been involved had they 
succeeded; the attempts so far at some sort of international policy and what must still 
be done- this takes the first half of the book. The second half is a breakdown of the 
many uses of wood, not only for construction,- paper, pulp, but as wood sugar (power, 
plastics, chemicals), cellulose, lignin, reconstructed wood, wood alloys, wood gas, etc. 
etc. Throughout there is a conservation slant- a spare-that-tree reminder that without 
careful reforestation, our lumber resources may be exhausted... The handling here, which 
is often repetitive, does not do much to extend a somewhat limited field.” Changes may 
have been made since this title was originally reported. 
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April 12 


Helmericks, Constance & Little, Brown 
Harmon OUR ALASKAN WINTER $3.50 


Variations on a theme and a title by the authors of We Live in Alaska, We Live 

« the Arctic, Our Summer with the Eskimos, this takes the Helmericks to the Colville River 
area on the arctic coast of Alaska. Much of the time was spent in winter camp- a snowhouse, 
on the plains hunting down Caribou herds, or on Cross Island sea ice fishing for seals, 
tracking down polar bears, searching for driftwood for fuel, sledding to get essential pro- 
visions, or receiving visits from the travel-loving, gregarious Eskimos. As told by Harmon, 
their book combines the danger and adventure of big game hunting with the authentic arctic 
knowledge of two explorers who survived and thrived on the worst Alaska had to offer. The 
details of building a secure snowhouse, precautions against frostbite, Connie's encounter 
with a polar bear, the stalking of a Caribou, the squabbles and vagaries of their Eskimo 
helpers continue the tradition they have established for interesting, informative reading. 


April 18 va 


Dulles, Foster Rhea Crowell 
LABOR IN AMERICA: A History $4.50 


Prof. Dulles has made labor history in the U.S. exciting in this informative his- 
tory. In one volume he gives the reader a book that should take its place with the monu- 
mental four volume 7istory of Labour in the United States by Commons, and appeal to a much 
wider general audience. He starts with labor conditions in the Colonial period, traces 
the struggle of labor parties, labor societies, labor leaders, down to the present day. 

) There's the story of the rise and fall of the Knights of Labor, of the IWW and its leaders, 
exciting reading. He traces the growth of the A F of L and the wise conservatism of its 
leader, Samuel Gompers. He portrays the split which resulted in the C I O under John 
Lewis, Sydney Hillman, Philip Murray and others and the further split within the C I 0 
when Lewis took his miners out of the organization. Here you find an objective, fair and 
balanced review of Labor's growth, an intelligent appraisal which gives full appreciation 
to the part played by Big Business and industry. It should prove a standard work for many 
years to come. Its note of authority, its clarity and conciseness, its dramatic value 
point to the fact that the author's newspaper training stands in good stead in his current 
role as professor of American history at Ohio State. 


Wilson, Carol Green Crowell 
GUMP'S TREASURE TRADE $5.00 


A family history of the famous San Francisco store offers an intimate picture, 
nett. only of the Gumps and the store, but also of the city and its inhabitants. The central 
cuéracter is the late A. L., whose defective vision in no way hindered him from building 
the reputation the store had first acquired with his father, Solomon. This shows the 
change from European objets d'art to fame as an Oriental center, from the ornate fussiness 
to the functional of modern times, from the days of panic and earthquake disaster to the 
rebuilding and expansion as new themes and ideas widened the projects undertaken. It also 
gives the passing show of the wealthy and famous who spread Gump's name throughout the 
country, and abroad, it underlines A.L.'s intense interest in making his store perfect in 
every way, in winning customers by his individual attentions, in becoming an expert him- 
self in the foreign markets. Many anecdotes and stories, many family incidents and busi- 


@::. dealings, much of the store's employees and officers - this is commercial biography 


n @ popular vein, and of certain local appeal. Illustrated with color photographs. 
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Eaton, Evelyn Farrar, Straus 
THE NORTH STAR IS NEARER $2.75 vy 

































This continues, and amplifies, the personal biography begun in “very Month Was 
1y (Harper, 1947) and takes the author from the age of seven and delighted interest in 
hell to her war reporting job around the world in the past war. Here are some thoroughly 
engaging episodes - Grandmother's Victorianism, a High Church school in England and dual 
protocol with the Princess Marie of Roumania, being presented at Court, having a baby in 
France, the farce of a literary cocktail party for a new author-; some of wider focus of 
travel in France; some of bitterer implications. The whole has a great deal of humor and 
much of personality and offers glimpses of a life story in casual touches. Illustrated 

by Ann Bridges. 


Dabney, Virginius Knopf 
DRY MESSIAH: The Life of $4.00  — 
Bishop Cannon 


The high-hatted, black frock-coated reformer with the sour granite face, the re- 
former of the cartoonists, comes to life in a well authenticated, sharply written study of 
the life of Southern Methodist Bishop Cannon. An unbiased biography, it reveals success 
and scandal, storm and fury with appalling frankness. It ruthlessly records Cannon's fi- 
nancial and moral notoriety, his alleged bucketshop dealings, his trials by a Senate Com- 
mittee and his own brethren, together with his issuance from these astounding difficulties. 
The toast of yellow journalism in the 1930's, hounded for moral turpitude and monetary 
juggling, Cannon somehow managed to emerge, followed by a gust of hatred and vindication 

Ge. wrought into an absurd and mystifying pattern. As a human being, this is a rocking con- 
demnation, although credit is given to his devotion to the dry cause and Protestant Christ- 
ianity with the conclusion- “His Soul goes marching on"... There will be a market among 
perennial prohibitionists, among lovers of the bizarre and the fantastic in personality 
profiles. 


Robert, Joseph C. Knopf 
THE STORY OF TOBACCO IN AMERICA ! $5.00 


A marshalling of all the facts- too many for popular enjoyment- in a comprehen- 
sive survey of the growth, manufacture and consumption of tobacco in America, its effect 
on American life, and the historical changes undergone. One follows the introduction of 
tobacco for commercial purposes by John Rolfe in the 17th century; its gradual spread from 
the three original tobacco states to a number of others; export and the problems that went 
with it; the effect of various wars; the influence of tobacco on the plantation system; 

“gpye formation of the American Tobacco Company, its subsidiaries, anti-competitive activi- 
cies, and final dissolution as a result of trust-busting; anti-tobacco campaigns; the ad- 
vent of the cigarette age and the large-scale advertising we know today. An agricultural 
and industrial biography, thorough in its denomination, dull in its presentation. 


Stowe, Leland | Knopf 
| TARGET: YOU | 3 $3.00 


This is an essential book for thoughtful citizens who want to feel that every 
one of us has an opportunity to decide the course of world events. It is a book for the 
average American- “America's John Between"- the middle man. His strength rests on econ- 

Gr ...:. foundations, his class constitutes the American majority- whose collective influence 
is a decisive one. Stowe, in the first half of the book, reminds his readers of the steps 
by which we have plunged into depression, wars, the aftermath of wars; the causes for our 
fears today. He supplies historical evidence to show how totalitarianism swept Europe- 
the Right and the Left putting the squeeze on the Middle Men. And he shows that the 
shrinking of the world has brought us into a plight similar to Europe's, a danger not un- 
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like Europe's. We must recognize those dangers. We lie in the crossfire of totalitarian- 
ism; it is possible to keep conservatism free from disguised Fascists and liberalism free 
from Communists. It lies in our power to avoid the impending "boom or bust” road to de- 
pression. It lies in our power to choose the alternative to another war- the bankruptcy 
of national defense- the “immoral companionship of prosperity and war". "We live ina 
vicious circle on borrowed time.“ We must choose the way out- world government through 
world law. Closely reasoned- at times he seems to labor the point - but the end conclu- 
sion is succinctly and inescepably reached, in terms every reader can accept as his own. 
An important book, if America's John Between is to act in the ten years Leland Stowe 
grants him. | 


April 18 
Denby, Edwin Pelligrini & Cudahy 
LOOKING AT THE DANCE $4.00 
Articles, reviews and criticism from the ' Y. Heraid Tribune, Modern Music, 


fhe ser yor Review, Other magazines and dance media, which concentrate primarily on the 
ballet. From general discussion of the meaning of ballet he goes on to particular per- 
formances and performers, to repertory, and evaluation of various seasons. There are some 
career and professional biographical sketches of individual dancers, there is material on 
the music and decor for the ballet, there is historical perspective as well as current 
appraisal, and interpretation of dancing form as well as commentary on the many types of 
ballet productions. Dated from 1942, these give an expert's opinions for the dance-minded 
reader. Illustrated by 9 half-tones. 


April 19 
Yarmolinsky, Avraham-!i G TReasery of [ossran Macmillan 
ANTHOLOGE-OF-RUSSIAN-POBTRY yiits & $5.00 


A good, representative collection of Russian poetry, with an introduction by the 
editor which gives the reader both history and orientation. Here are the beginnings of 
Russian poetry in the early 19th century; then Pushkin and his contemporaries, Tyutchev, 
Lermontov, Nekrasov and others- lyrical poets, some of them civic-minded realists, others 
aloof aesthetes; the symbolists of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, mystical, trans- 
cendental ; the school termed acmeism which followed in reaction to symbolism; the futur- 
ist poets, etc. etc. There is evidence of the changes brought about by the revolution as 
some of the poets emigrated, others remained silent, and still others were enthusiastic in 
their support- notably the futurists. The Soviet poets are also represented with their 
poetry which is for the most part, made-to-order, propaganda, patriotic or occasional... 
Specialized. 


Goldstein, Bernard Viking 
THE STARS BEAR WITNESS $3.50 ¢ 


A sober, commemorative and extensively detailed record of the Warsaw ghetto by a 
man who had considerable stature in pre-war Poland as a labor leader. This follows the 
story of a condemned people from the destruction of the city, to the organization- by the 
Jews- of relief measures and.an underground, to the mass terror which pervaded Poles as 
well as Jews after the establishment of the ghetto. Here were the efforts made to secure 
food of any kind; to provide for the homeless children; to secure arms (the activity in 
which Comrade Bernard was chiefly engaged); the raids; the killings; the executions and 
the mass deportations; and finally the single determination of all to fight back which led 
to the uprising, short lived as it may have been. The days and nights of hiding, the at- 
tempts to provide get-aways, the installation of camouflaged bunkers, on and on for the 
few that survived and with the end of the war, again persecution rather than liberation... 
The story of the Warsaw ghetto is an unfailingly impressive one (this is not the first), 
but one questions if it will find an audience- particularly on the heels of Odd Nansen's 
Fron Day to Day. 
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April 21 


Esar, Evan- <a. Doubleday 
THE DICTIONARY OF HUMOROUS QUOTATIONS $3 .00/$3.50 


The most quotable sayings of only notable people, this is a “combination treasury 
of humor and dictionary of quotations". The material, which is drawn from a century of 
American wit, two centuries of English wit, and some from older sources, is arranged ac- 
cording to author, although there will also be a subject index. Believing that brevity is 
the soul of wit, there are chiefly epigrams and bons muts here and their selection here is 
based on their “uncommon quotability” rather than on the stature of their spokesmen. Thus 
you will find Josh Billings, Mark Twain, Frank McKinney Hubbard, Oscar Wilde,the line- 
leaders.... Useful for reference among writers and speakers, and also for a general market 


of those interested in a smart crack. 


Fray, Jacques Anet 2S Doubleday 
& Saperton, David HOW TO PLAY THE PIANO $2.95 v 


A self-teaching, speed method manual for home use simplifies learning to play 
the piano with step by step instruction from pianist Fray and Assistant Director of Curtis 
Institute of Music Saperton. A speed method nots chart, by numbers, and a rhythm ruler 
are part of the short cut learning which has the student playing songs at the end of the 
first lesson. Notes, chords, beats, come first, then letters for the notes, more chords, 
sharps and flats, time signatures, keys, major and minor scales, complete the course and 
there is a glossary of terms at the end. A hobby book that is certainly easy to follow 
and that should provide an answer for those who want to play the piano without the dis- 


comfort of the usual lessons. 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Taylor, Norman 
FLIGHT FROM REALITY $3.50 

A miscellany of information and incidentals about stimulants and narcotics, these 
include details about the plants, their historical and etymological origins, their habitat 
and culture, the 6suphoric effects they bring and the moral censure they arouse, with refer- 
ences both literary and actual. You will learn a little about hashish, the “pleasant as- 
sassin", and hemp and its many derivatives; opium, morphine and heroin; the Mexicans’ 
Ololiuqui and the Indians’ peyotl; tobacco and alcohol; coffee, chocolate and tea; etc.etc. 
Never concentrating on the more corrupt, insidious or injurious aspects of these, this is 


gently informative, almost fragrant in tone. 


April 25 


Payne, Phoebe D. & Dutton 
An Bendit, Laurence J. § THE PSYCHIC SENSE $2.75 


Published nine years ago in England, this is the result of a collaboration be- 
tween Dr. Bendit, a practising psychiatrist, and Miss Payne, a clairvoyant- also man and 
wife. And although Miss Payne is reported to have “seen” some pretty remarkable things, 
there is no evidence of her personal powers in this which is primarily a theoretical. pre- 
sentation of the psychic world and temperament. The psychic faculties ‘and how they affect 
life; the relation of the psychic and the psychological; the discovery of one"s own psychio 
powers; the nature of the bridge between the physical body and the psychic mechanism; the 
configuration of the aura; some psychic problems; and the role of fantasy, imagination, 
insight.... Those interested in this special subject will find a serious, non-extremist 





ee presentation here. 
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April 25 






Gould, John Morrow 
AND ONE TO GROW ON $3.00 







* Another in Gould's Maine series, this tells of his own boyhood in his home town - 
where the mailman was a spiritualist, the harbor master rated a Navy celebration, a circus 
went bankrupt, and practical jokers were well loved. The maybasketing, the church suppers, 
the picnics, fishing, are all vividly remembered. There is the story of Sophie whose death 
proved that rouge did not cover a birthmark; the town drunk who was a successful farmer as 
well as husband and father; the doctor who was a permanent guest at all school graduations 
since he had delivered all the children; Gould's own dairy chores which included a cow who 
would not let down and thereby caused a problem with his schooling - on and on these homely, 
funny stories of a Maine childhood, which are told in fine downeast style. Chapter head- 
ings by F. Wendseroth Saunders. 


































April 26 57/17 


Stroven, Carl & Macmillan 
Day, A. Grove~fds. THE SPELL OF THE PACIFIC $6.00 


A vast anthology which conveys not only the best literature in English but also 
the fascination of that "interminable and varied sea", the last of the great oceans to be 
explored. The 101 selections here, regionally grouped, cover a span in time from Magellan 
to the atom bomb, follow the course of missionaries, whalers, navigators, martyrs, philoso- 
phers, tale tellers, scientists, painters. Of those most famous you will find Melville and 
Conrad, Mark Twain, Pierre Loti, Jack London, Maugham, James Norman Hall, R. L. Stevenson, 
Katherine Mansfield, Paul Gauguin,and among the moderns- Karl Shapiro, Ira Wolfert, Carlos 

@ Bulosan. There are stories and narratives, poems and sketches, journals, myth and folk 
tales, and the whole provides a collection of both excellence and enchantment. 


April 27 


Leighton, Alexander H. Dutton 
HUMAN RELATIONS IN A CHANGING WORLD $4.50 


Using the findings of the Foreign Morale Analysis Division in the wartime analy- 
sis of Japanese morale as a springboard, this develops into a thoughtful discussion of 
social science and its potential development in the urgent need for better human relations. 
Showing how the Division's pre-defeat reports tallied with the facts learned after the oc- 
cupation and how these reports could have prevented the atom bomb on Hiroshima if the in- 
formation as to the weakening military and civilian morale had been used, this then in- 

_vestigates the role of the social scientist and his profession in the problems, world wide 

‘and community, of today, makes recommendations for the study of those problems by the 
trained worker, and applies all argument for a permanent peace. While aimed at the gener- 
al reader, this would appeal first to those interested and working in this field. 


Roueche, Berton | ‘ Harper 
THE GREENER GRASS $2.50 


From the New Yorker, a collection of pieces which pursue some odd bypaths of 
animal and vegetable culture. You will read about a mink farm on the Hudson, and the 
ferocity of these fine-furred little beasts; a maple sugarbush in upstate New York; a duck 

— farm on Long Island; a cattle breeder in Connecticut and the retired Wall Street broker 
@ who has Sardinian donkeys; an herb farm; a potato farm; and a winery; and if noi the green- 
er- certainly the serener life in Mt. Lebanon, Massachusetts, one of the last Shaker out- 
posts, and at a middle western monastic order. Some very special and select pursuits, and 
if along lines which may not be of general interest, interest is generated by the handling 
which communicates much of the fascination and the flavor of these enterprises. 
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April 27 “% 


Harper 


Young, John Orr 
ADVENTURES IN ADVERTISING $3.00. 
John Orr Young, the Young of Young & Rubicam, and his story of his activities as 
an ad-man, along with a few hints as to why he was successful in the field, this has a 
light casual touch and is by no means an autobiography but rather the story of his career. 
His early leanings toward advertising and contacts with others from his Iowa home town; 
his work for several big firms; and then the establishment of Young & Rubicam in New York, 
the methods they used, the acquisition of some big accounts, their policies... Sometimes 
interesting, sometimes repetitious, this is angled largely towards an audience of young 


hopefuls. 


Simmons, James Stevens- fa Harvard Univ. Press 
PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE WORLD TODAY $5.00 


A series of articles which together give a comprehensive, collective picture of 
public health today- what has already been accomplished which falls far short of what still 
needs to be done. The introduction, by the editor, uses New York City's recent smallpox 
scare as an illustration of the lag between the discovery of useful information (in this 
case vaccination) and its practical application. Public health, its evolution and object- 
ives; its opportunities- as a profession; the medical care needs of this country, and of 
others- Europe, the Far East, etc. Preventive medicine; the administration of the United 
States Public Health Service; the health programmes of the Navy, of the Veteran's Adminis- 
tration; children's health; and particular aspects such as nutrition, respiratory infec- 
tions, industrial disease... Some of the articles are fairly specialized, statistical in 
presentation; others are of general accessibility; but the volume as a whole is designated 
towards a professional market. LL 


April 28 


Montgomery, George S., Jr. Caxton 
THE RETURN OF ADAM SMITH $2.50 ee 


With a brief biography of Adam Smith, and a precis of The Wealth of Nations and 
its defense of freedom, the individual and orthodox capitalism, this breaks away into some 
personally animated and rather loose thinking about the governmental encroachment on our 
political and economic liberty today. Attacking liberal, socialist, communist forces, one 
and the same thing to Montgomery who here styles them as “social coercionist”, he indicates 
the danger of state intervention in economic affairs; shows how price fixing of any kind 
is disastrous; takes a swipe at the “gross inefficiency and waste” of projects such as the 
TVA; and in a drubbing of those who have perverted Adem Smith for the American youth of 
today, he hopes for a future enlightenment from other sources- notable among them "the 
unique editorial staff of the Wall Street Journal"... We may not be enlightened, but we're 


certainly not converted. 





“> 


One Trait Ts 7ubiished 


Gide, Andre 0 ‘1 9 New Directions 
DOSTOEVSKY pul $2.50 


A very timely reprint of the English translation of Gide's brilliant study of 
the great Russian novelist. Timely because of Gide's Nobel prize award last year, and the 
current interest in his /../’..<«. timely also because Dostoevsky's journals are about to 
appear here in translation for the first time. This is a fine portrait which throws light 
on both subject and author, and it has been long missed by admirers of either. Gide‘s mind 
is at its sharpest, most penetrating and positive and this analysis reveals him at his 
critical best. It cannot be said that the public for this will be large, but it will be 
choice and enthusiastic. (Publ.) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Abingdon-Cokesbury 
(R) Campbell, D.J.- THE ADVENTURE OF PRAYER- price is $1.25 51 
(R) Reed, A.C.- RESOURCES FOR WORSHIP- price is $2.00 51 
Doubleday 
Chevalier, Gabriel- THE AFFAIRS OF FLAVIE- price from $2.75 to $3.00 39 
Drake, Galen- THIS IS GALEN DRAKE- price from $3.00 to $2.95 46 
Houghton, Mifflin 
(J) Foster, B.- THE HOUSE AT NODDY COVE- price from $2.50 to $2.25 1 
Macmillan 
Balzak, Vasyutin & Feigin- ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY OF THE USSR- from 4/12 to 5/17 79 
Barber, Elsie Oakes- THE TREMBLING YEARS- from 3/1 to 3/15 HB | 
(J) Berry, Brick- FORTY-SEVEN KEYS- from 3/8 to 3/22 31 
Bridge, Ann- AND THEN YOU CAME- from 3/1 to 3/29 603 
Meigs, Cornelia- THE VIOLENT MEN- from 4/5 to 5/3 78 
Standish, Robert- ELEPHANT WALK- from 4/5 to 6/28 67 
Wyman, D.- SHRUBS AND VINES FOR AMERICAN GARDENS- from 4/12 to 5/3 80 


Simon & Schuster 


Berridge, Elizabeth- IT WON'T BE FLOWERS- from 3/? to 4/? 67 
Glesinger, Egon- THE COMING AGE OF WOOD- definite date 3/21 99 
Viking 
Dorfman, J.- THE ECONOMIC MIND IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION- Vol. III- 
from 3/7? to 4/22 26 
du Gard, R.M.- JEAN BAROIS- definite date 4/25 70 
Laski, H.- LIBERTY IN THE MODERN STATE- from 3/? to 5/2 49 


Whittlesey House 


Lawrence, Josephine- MY HEART SHALL NOT FEAR- from 3/24 to 4/? 
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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Sevdice ww $38 Bank Street 
Vol. XVIET March 1, 1949 " No. 5 
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PICTURE BOOKS 


Monrad, Jean Soott 
HOW MANY KISSES GOOD NIGHT $1.00 





A going to bed book with pastel colored and rather sentimental (though modern) 
pictures by Lucienne Bloch - a book which I found disappointing and rather irritating. 
The concept of a small child's question game is all very well, but the itsy bitsy feel of 
the vocabulary- and the complete indifference to answers to the questions - along with 
the inclusion of some ideas at one age level, some at another, combine to make a book 
that is difficult to place. Very heavy board binding. (3/25) 






















PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bromhall, Winifred | Knopf 
MRS. POLLY'S PARTY $1.75 


This lacks the simplicity and excitement which Winifred Bromhall has proved she 
could provide for small children in Belinda’s New Shoes. The story is almost too quaint, 
too simple, as in large clear type and stylized pictures, we follow the episodic treat- 

CG ment of a sugar-on-snow party. Seasonally this is perfectly timed - and the idea, while 
it has been done before, is still a good one. But the story is thin, and Mrs. Polly, one 
of those perennial favorites in a little, round-faced old lady who lives alone with her — 
cats in the country, and loves children visitors, emerges as just another such character, 
mekcie | tae throughout. Companion volume in format to Miss Bromhall's Wee Willow 
Whistle. (3/7 


| Brown, Margaret Wise Scott 
THE LITTLE COWBOY | $1.50 


The opinion here is unanimous- we don't like this book! Any part of it,- text 
by the gifted and industrious Margaret Wise Brown, and pictures by Esphyr Slobodkina. 
Contrapuntal treatment of a routine big and little pattern- Big Cowboy and Little Cowboy, 
big boots, little boots, big hat, little hat, big pony, little pony, big cows, little 
cows and so on. Somehow this theme is wearing thin, and the handling in this book sug- 
gests a thoroughly adult concept in plays on words, and so on, with little to appeal to 
the picture story age the format suggests. The pictures, in solid block two color and 
coarse screen background, have a sophistication that will appeal to few children. And 
I still don't like faceless human figures. Paper over board binding. (3/25) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Walsh, Mary Knopf 

THE WIDOW WOMAN AND HER GOAT $1.75 

' Another lilting Irish tale by the author of The Mullingar Heifer.: Again the ( 

ae wonderful rhythmic flow of the sentences, the repetition, which make it ideal for reading 
aloud (and for story telling hours). The imaginative Celtic words of description and 
ejaculation have appeal for children, while the story itself is not told in brogue so 
presents no language understanding difficulty, for children from seven up. The story 






- 107 - 








March 1, 1949 Books to Read Aloud cont'd. - -108- 








concerns a poor widow who longs for a child but has only a goat. The goat, with the inter- 

ference of fairies, eventually provides a small fair-haired boy of her own. There's keen 
@ wit and outright laughter in the story, and Billy, the goat, is an unforgettable character. 

The type is handsome and the black and white drawings by Henry Pitz are full of action 

and spritely charm. Use it in St. Patrick's Day display! (3/7) 
































Announcing a Reissue of 


Morrow, Elizabeth Knopf 
THE PAINTED PIG $2.00 


An old favorite published originally in 1930 when Mrs. Morrow lived in Mexico 
and knew the markets of that colorful country, and loved the toy collection of the artist, 
Rene d'Harnoncourt, whose gay multi-colored pictures illustrate this story. The painted 
pig was a toy bank, shaped like a pig and painted yellow with pink roses, and it belonged 
to a little Indian girl and her brother could scarcely bear not having it for his own. 

The story of how he tried to make one for himself and of how the toy maker helped him out 
is told with lots of the real feel of the Mexican background. The reissue of this pupular 
book will be welcome news. (3/7) 


Henness, Elizabeth Westminster 
PEOPLE OF THE PROMISE $.65 


In chronological sequence, some of the stories of the Old Testament are retold, 

reverently and simply, yet reading like good ad-enture stories of real people of history. 
It starts with Abraham as a boy in the old city of Ur- of the decision to go forth and 
seek a new land- of Abraham's fidelity to his belief in One God, of how he became leader 

eo of his people and settled their disputes. Then comes the story of Abraham's son Isaac, 
of his marriage to Rebekkah, and of their twin sons, Bsau and Jacob, and the trick played 
on the aging Isaac. Jacob goes away, but eventually comes back with his new family to 
receive the blessing of his father... Stories from the book of Genesis, which give the 
feel of the beginnings of things. Vigorously illustrated by Robert Robison in color and 
black and white. Picture book format, board binding. Good value. (3/21) 


McPherson, Imogene Westminster 
THE LITTLE WHITE CHURCH $.65 


A successful handling of a ticklish subject- interesting small children in those 
aspects of meanings of the church that will make them see the part it plays in daily life. | 
In a series of everyday episodes, little Henry finds out that the church belongs to him, 
that the choir gives more than just church time, that the minister has all sorts of things | 
to do other than preaching sermons. No attempt is made to tell of the teachings of the 
church, other than its part in the community. The handling is simple and direct, and 
neither sentimental nor preachy. Illustrated in color and black and white by Harold Kuhl. 
Paper and board. (3/21) 


Trent, Robbie Westminster 
IN THE BEGINNING $65 


This does not seem to me as successful as People of the Promise. There is very 
little overlapping, however, and the two books could be used together to bring to children 
of five and six the familiar stories of the Old Testament. Where Miss Henness keeps to the 
stories from Genesis, Miss Trent has chosen stories from other parts of the Old Testament 

© as well, in some instances selecting stories that are comparatively unfamiliar. Undoubted- 
ly this is a real contribution to religious education, but it does not make the book quite 
as easy to use - for the average parents. Illustrated in color and black and white by 
Nedda Walker. Paper and board. (3/21) 
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Ward, Kate Westminster 
A STORY THAT HAS NO END $.65 










If one is not too self conscious about the very evident moral purpose behind 
these little stories of some third grade children, the stories in themselves are matter- 
of-fact, realistic stories of Butch, who was the worst boy in the class, of Jack who 
wanted to understand and be friends, of Jane and Elien - and of how they all learned 

what friendship means in sharing and caring. JI11d by John Dirks. Paper and Board.(3/21) 













Lindman, Maj Albert Whitman 
LITTLE FOLKS’ LIFE OF JESUS $2.00 


















The creator of the sip), Snapp, Snurr series needs no introduction. Here in 
twelve carefully chosen episodes she tells the story of Jesus for small children. Each 
of the familiar stories is done in one page, with full page illustration in color oppos- 
ite. While not holding to the original text, she has succeeded in giving the feel of the 
traditional Gospel story, and avoided over-simplification and explanation. Reverent and 
traditional in both text and pictures. Paper over cloth=- reenforced backbone. (Publ.) 


























FICTION bIGHT TO ELEVEN 


Retan, Walter Aladdin Books 
MYSTERY OF THE HAUNTED CLIFF $2.00 


The same two boys who earned money for their bicycles in Kanted Iwo Bij:es em= 
bark on another summer of adventure. Now a year older and with the independence their 
bicycles give them, they are soon engaged in getting at the bottom of a local wave of 
daylight robberies. In the first chapter a robbery occurs practically under their noses. 

a They camp out on a lonely island, they practise Morse code, follow a strange truck, see 
strange lights at night, and of course in the end help solve the mystery and bring the 
villains to justice. Boys will like it- the plot moves fast, with few wasted words, the 
type is large for second and third year readers, the style informal and colloquial, in 
the accepted lingo of the ten and eleven year olds. It is not literature, but it's sound 
and interesting and may well lure non-readers (and comic book addicts) into an interest 
in books. Illustrations by Frederick T. Chapman will add quality. (4/11) 


Cook, Mary E. Harcourt, Brace 
BLACKIE AND HIS FAMILY $2.00 


If I'd not watched hundreds of birds engaged in a battle with a snake that had 
climbed a tree in search of baby nestlings, I'd find this story of how a pair of black- 
birds brought up their family hardly credible. For here is a tale of adventure in nature, 
as the blackbirds battle their enemies,- a hawk, a ground squirrel, a snake, the cats in 
the home garden. Here too is the picture of how they summon help, their own kind - and 
the lady of the garden. And of how most of the nestlings win through to independence 
just in time for the mid-summer migration. Good true nature material, with pictures in 
strong black and whites by Michael H. Bevans. (3/24) 


McMeekin, Isabel McLennan McKay 
KENTUCKY DERBY WINNER $2.50 


* A grand job, this fictionalized true story behind the first Kentucky Derby and 
the proud and beautiful “liddle red hoss", Aristides, that won it. Aristides was foaled 
ie and trained on the Blue Grass Farm by an easy going, horse loving Irish bachelor, whose 
democratic oneness with those who worked for him made for a happy spirit on the “home 
place*. The period is post Civil War, the early 1870's, but there is no touch of bitter- 
ness in the story. Young Jack Spratt, whose father and grandfather were in the service 
of the McGrath stables, takes a lively interest in the colt and barters with his employer 


for part interest. The climax is the thrilling first running of the great race, patterned 
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after the English Derby. An interesting feature of the achievement is that the author has 
succeeded in making unimportant and secondary to the story and characterization, the race 
and color of the people on the farm. All the important things are here- friends, fami- 
lies, horses and the thrill of the race to be won. Corinne Dillon pictures throughout, 
and a jacket by Edwin Megargee with Aristides on the front and last year's winner, Cita- 
tion, on the back. Louisville is to have a special 75th-running-of-the Derby edition 
(1500 autographed copies). But the interest even in the limited wont be only local. 

Good combination- a horse story and a good one and a true one. (4/1) 


Eames, Genevieve Torry Messner 
HANDY OF THE TRIPLE S $2.50 


Handy (short for Handsome) is a thoroughbred collie pup, who must prove to his 
new owners, on a California ranch, that champions are useful, intelligent workers. (Hard- 
ly convincing, for shouldn't ranchers know that breeding counts?) However, aside from 
this, it is a fair enough though somewhat commonplace boy-dog-western. Sandy, the 12-year 
old master, contributes a bit too much to the eventual rescue of Handy after he is stolen. 
But in the interim, Handy has proved himself as a trained shepherd dog. Enjoyable enough 
in process of reading, but quickly forgotten, as neither human nor dog personalities are 
vital enough to carry a somewhat slow action story. Paul Brown illustrations will give 
it added sales appeal. (April) 


Angelo, Valenti Viking 
THE BELLS OF BLEECKER STREET $2.50 


* A warm, sometimes an emotional story of growing boys on city streets,- in this 
instance the Italian section of New York's Greenwich Village. Twelve year old Joey En- 
rico, half-Italian, half-Irish, has friends who are typical American boys, playing sand- 
lot baseball, teasing each other, rough housing, 2nd having immense pride in the tradi- 
tions their families have brought from the old world,- music, cooking, craftsmanship. 
Joey zs an active and bothersome conscience which gets him into amusing situations with 
the parish priest, who knows plenty about boys himself. There's a nice sense of family 
life and a real boy story, with scrapes and adventures galore, against a colorful back- 
ground of the atmosphere of the countries from which the boys came. Illustrated by the 
author. (3/14) 


Selleger- Blout, J.M. Viking 
MARIAN AND MARION $2.00 


* The setting is a tiny coastal village in the Netherlands for an utterly charm- 
ing and wholly satisfying story for little girls of the age that delight in .%e iittle 
Princess. There's something of that quality in the personalities of the little American 
girl, Merion, shipwrecked and rescued by the villagers, and her friend, Merian- called — 
Janne, the rather stolid little Dutch girl who befriends her and longs to share her soar- 
ing imagination. The story is amusing, beautifully written, and has a spark of something 
new to tell and something to say about people of other lands. Janne feels it is her own 
triumph over the unimaginative villagers when her new friend's talent as a dancer is 
recognized and she goes off to the big city to study. An unusual story, translated from 
the Dutch by Hilda Van Stockum and illustrated by Midderigh-Bohurst. J.L.G. (4/1) 


Eberle, Irmengarde Whittlesey 
LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD $2.00 


A year in the life of a pair of mockingbirds, recorded in a flat uninspired man- 
ner. In much the same pattern as Mary Cook's Blackie and His Family (see P. 109) it isa 
blend of fact and fiction, tracing the incidents in the birds' year, and including epi- 
sodes of bird cooperation against enemies. But where the Cook book is lively, realistic, 
this is a bit dull, and the children are introduced without adding anything to the story. 
Illustrated by Sabra Mallett Kimball. (April) 
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Winston 


Silliman, Leland 

PURPLE TIDE $2.50 

ee Baseball, football and the High School teams, the rivalries, jealousies, and 
eventual victory of the boy hero over all odds- this adds up to a routine story for boys. 
One interesting thing emerges- the accurate portrayal of the indifference of High School 
boys and girls to team effort. In this particular High School lack of school interest in - 
the teams had resulted in mediocre teams. But, in his Senior year, young Marvin, after 
battling more personal problems, brings about the change, unites the school, and injects 
a good shot of community spirit as well. The best part of the story deals with the coach- 
ing sequences and the games themselves. The rest seems largely a vehicle for sports scenes 


and sports talk. Illustrated by Joseph Bolden. (April) { 
iON FICTIION- 8 = 11 


Beeler, Nelson F. & Crowell 
Branley, Franklyn M. EXPERIMENTS IN ELECTRICITY $2.50 


The book preceding this one, xperiments in Science, was excellent Junior High 
science material, weak on organization, haphazard in arrangement. This book, devoted as 
it is to one phase - electricity- is orderly in progression according to difficulty, as 
the young experimenter masters the techniques and principles involved at each stage. He 
learns how to make practical electrical devices, and electrical jokes (dear to a ten to 
twelve year old) as well. The boy who gets hold of this book is lost and his mother might 
es well resign herself to flashing lights, yards of copper wire, elaborate room-to-room 
telephone systems; while Dad may find his chair wired for sound. But it is good safe fun, 
and provides help for the boy with home-made equipment and some knowledge. Directions 
are clear- there are diagrams and lists of necessary equipment. Good. (April) 


ae Webber, Irma E. Scott 
BITS THAT GROW BIG $1.50 
The Story of Plant Reproduction 


* Those who know this author's adroit handling of many of the fascinating aspects 
of nature and plant life will rejoice in this successor to /ravelers All. For here- with- 
out whimsy or sugar-coating- are straight facts of what happens to seeds in the process of 
becoming plants, of other methods of plant reproduction (roots, cuttings, and so on), of 
spores- and their new importance in everyday life. Practically every new idea is dram- 
tized by a suggested experiment in which home materials and some seeds are needed. Some 
of the experiments show immediately what they signify; some involve time of growth,- two 
days, a week, a month or even two. Too bad the processes of nature can't be hastened as 
the two month span for an experiment- indoors- seems over long. But that is about the 
only criticism one can levy against an excellent and valuable book. Young people can be 
readily interested in processes of plant reproduction. This provides an ideal introduction. 


(3/25) 


Schloat, G. Warren Scribner 
WHAT SHALL I DO? $2.00 


* There's plenty of variety in this book, which boys particularly will like- boys 
that is who like to do things with their hands. There are Things to Build, Tricks, Games, 
and Things to Do, fifty nine projects in all, and the “how to do it" is told almost all in 
photographs (for which the author's nine year old son was guinea pig!) Really, this is 
visual education applied to what to do on a rainy day, what new games to invent, how to 
make useful and amusing, practical and semi-scientific things, and how to work out some 
‘tricks to fool grownups and contemporaries. The necessary equipment is largely home pro- 
ducts, and none of it involves more than a few cents investment.Good readers can work things 
out for themselves, but there are some things that younger children can do with some adult 
help. A godsend for convalescent periods- and for busy parents at any time. Spiral bind- 
ing, hard board cover- lies flat. (Publ.) 
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Harcourt, Brace 
PILGRIM KATE $2.50 


Daringer, Helen Fern 


In view of the emphasis in our history on the period of the coming of the Pil- 
grims, there are comparatively few books that give one a human feeling of them. Here is 
one that fills that niche. The story starts with England in the reign of James I. Gon- 
troversies over religion were rife, and Englishmen were turning their eyes to the New 
World. Fifteen year old Kate is happy enough with her horse and dog, a bit dissatisfied 
with her own looks when she sees her sister Meg, and surprised to find herself in the 
midst of intrigues, political and romantic. In the space of a year, Kate grows up, learns 
to view people and concepts from an adult angle. There's excitement in the decision to 
join the pilgrims and flee from England, and for the reader, it is a new sensation to feel 
@ personal intimacy with one family on the Mayflower. The characterization is good- Kate 
is forthright, likable, something of a tomboy. Excellent background reading. Illustrated 
by Kate Seredy. (Publ.) 


Malvern, Gladys Messner 
ERIC'S GIRLS $2.50 


* Old New York has an able historian in Gladys Malvern, whose Jinn Lawrence of Old 
Vew Yor, and Your Kind Indulgence gave younger readers a vivid sense of the early town. 
Now comes this exciting, romantic story of New Amsterdam, the neat little Dutch city of 
Peter Stuyvesant, at the time of the English seige and capture. It was all in the making 
when Eric Sparrow and his two pretty daughters, 16 and 17, sailed down the Hudson from the 
wilderness farm, to settle in the “city”. The Sparrows were English, but they loved the 
Dutch town at first sight, and were drawn into its friendly social life. There is plenty 
of romance for all three, but the personality of the story is the town itself, with its 
exotic stores, its busy harbor, its political intrigues, its housing shortage. There is 
the intense suspense of an unprotected city awaiting destruction, there's the stubborness 
of Peter Stuyvesant, the bravery, humor and philosophy of the people. Rooted in sound 
knowledge of the period- and a good story as well. Illustrated by Corinne Malvern. 
Selectim of Children's Catholic Book Club. (April) 


Decker, Duane M. S. Mill 
HIT AND RUN $2.50 


Big league baseball and pretty exciting stuff, which fathers will enjoy along 
with their sons. More mature than the run of the mill stuff, in that it is a study of 
crowd psychology, and how it can affect a young player who has worked his way up from the 
bush leagues with a chip on the shoulder. It is from this chip that the young right field- 
er gets his nickname. When at last he gets his chance and lands a place on the Blue Sox 
team, he finds he has replaced a showy hero whom the stands adore for his handsome physique, 
careless manner, spectacular hits - a player who plays solo not with the team. Chip, a 
careful player to whom technique and timing are important, irritates them- and he in turn 
lets the crowd get his goat. Then the first Negro on the team gets his chance, and by his 
superior control wins the admiration of the stands instead of the jeers, and contributes 
to uniting the team with real fighting spirit, and bringing complex-ridden Chip out of 
himself. A powerful story. (4/1) 


Campbell, Camilla Whittlesey 
THE BARTLETTS OF BOX-B RANCH $2.25-~ 


Somewhat young for this age group; though the characters are eleven and up, the 
plots seems superficial and stereotyped. Perhaps we should grade it down to the 8 to ll 
group...The setting is west Texas, and a ranch once famous for white faced beef animals, 
but running down rapidly under the necessary economies of the widowed mother, left alone 
with an old father and three youngsters. Phil, 17 when the story opens, is putting his 
hopes on a young Hereford steer, which he is grooming for a 4-H contest. Glenn and Judy, 
in a summer that doesn't work out as they hoped, learn to make their contribution, and 
success is attained through hard work - and a bit of luck. (4/21) \/ 
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Messner 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert 
ANDREW JACKSON $2.75 

This is the best all round biography of Old Hickory, written for young people. 
Jackson lived such a full and exciting life that- even before he reached the highest seat 
in our land,- his biography reads like a wonderful adventure story. Miss Nolan has made 
the most of her rich material. She has made it a story of the American Revolution, as 
well as the War of 1812, and the period of America becoming a country in her own right. 
Though space does not allow full rounding of period or personality, somehow Jackson as a 
human being comes to life in the high-lighted account of his career. Many of his actions 
speak for themselves, and add to the reader's knowledge of the man. It reads like fiction, 
and the biographer has avoided letting his story sag in unnecessary details. (March) 


Viking 


Shippen, Katherine B. 
THE BRIGHT DESIGN $3.50 

* The title gives no suggestion of the exciting contents of this sweeping history 
of electrical energy,of the men who studied cosmic forces since earliest times. This 
mysterious energy, loose in the universe, has fascinated scientists for centuries, and 
this is the story of the men who learned to harness it, in many ways, from many sources. 
Most of what they have discovered up to the present is presented by a competent author in 
highly readable form. A good deal of biographical data on scientists is given and the 
book is dedicated to the wonder of energy itself. Boys and girls who today more than ever 
are fascinated by the subject will want this book for themselves, so that they may recon- 
struct the past of what is perhaps a new story of physical energy. J.L.G. (4/1) 


THE MODERN WONDER BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE Winston 
$5.00 


This is subtitled "A one-volume encyclopedia explaining the miracles of modern 
science, invention and industry, and the wonders of nature”. Don't confuse it with the 
many volumed Book of Anowledge. Remember instead its own predecessor- and rejoice in the 
excellent revision, complete re-setting and remaking of this first rate reference volume 
of modern science. There are about 600 fine photographs, illustrating the story of in- 
vention and the men and women behind the inventions. More than fifty topics are included 
as varied in scope as atomic energy, wonder drugs, radar, photography, jet propulsion, , 
salt, textiles, weather, bridges, paper, steel, deep sea diving, printing, and dozens of 
other topics. A sturdy piece of book-making which will stand hard usage which it is sure 


to get in school libraries. (Publ.) 
FICLION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Streeter, Edward | Simon & Schuster 
FATHER OF THE BRIDE $2.50 


Probably the full humor of this (or shall we say tragedy?) is apparent only to 
those who have experienced it. But it would take a most dour-minded reader, of any age, 
not to get some chuckles out of this episodic reporting of the agonies of the bride's 
father- from his early parental reactions to beaux, to the post-wedding letdown. Recom- 
mended to brides who are sure their fathers wont be out of the picture. (Full report on 
P. 89) (April) 


BOOAS FOR YOUNG ADULTs-Non-fiction 


Fray, Jacques & Doubleday 
Saperton, David HOW TO PLAY THE PIANO $2.95 


& A self-teaching, speed method manual for home use simplifies learning to play the 
piano with step by step instructions. There is a speed method note chart, by numbers, and 
a rhythm ruler. Notes, chords, beats come first, then letters for the notes, more chords, 
sharps and flats, time signatures, keys, major and minor scales - and a glossary of terms. 
A hobby book that should help those who want to learn without tears. (For full report 


see P. 103) (4/29) 
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Eaton, Evelyn Farrar, Straus 


THE NORTH STAR IS NEARER $2.75 




























Continuation of Every Month Was May (Harper 1947), which takes the author from 
the age of seven to her war reporting job around the world, Here are engaging episodes - 
Grandmother's Victorianism, High Church school in England, presentation at Court, travel 
in France, etc. The whole has a great deal of humor and much of personality. A life 
story in casual touches. (Full report see P. 101) (4/18) 


Pears, Catherine Owens Holt 
ALBERT EINSTEIN: 4 Biogratbhy for Young People $2.50 


One of two biographies for young people, simultaneously published on this date 
which is Dr. Hinstein's birthday. It is interesting to note that the two stories of his 
life and two eppraisals of his character and personality are so parallel as to suggest that 
Miss Peare and Miss Levinger (see report on Messner book, P. 87) had used the same sources, 
rather than basing thoir biographies on personal knowledge. This biography like the other 
indicates the simplicity and traits of character the great man has shown throughout his 
long career. There is less here of personal and family data, less feel of the warmth of 
humanity, more concern with the political and scientific aspects of the career, than in 
the other book. Excellent handling of Einstein's theory of relativity in so far as is 
possible for understanding by the layman. (3/14) 


Helmericks, Constance & Harmon Little, Brown 
OUR ALASKAN WINTER $3.50 


Continuation of a theme begun in three earlier books, this takes the couple to 
the Colville River area on the arctic coast of Alaska. Much of the time was spent in win- 
ter camp, on the plains hunting down Caribou, on Cross Island sea ice fishing for seals, 
tracking down polar bears, hunting driftwood, sledding for provisions, receiving visiting 
Eskimos. The book combines the excitement of big game hunting with the authentic report 
on arctic life. Interesting informative reading. (For full report see P. 100) (4/12) 


Gould, John~ Morrow 
AND ONE TO GROW ON $3.00 


Boyhood in a Maine town, homely funny stories of a Maine childhood told in fine 
downeast style. Yarns of the mailman who was a spiritualist, the harbor master who rated 
& Navy celebration, a bankrupt circus, practical jokers well loved, the doctor who was a 
permanent guest at all school graduations. Gould's own dairy chores - fun reading. (For 
full report see P. 104) (4/25) 





PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Stern, Catherine Harper 
CHILDREN DISCOVER ARITHMETIC $4.50 


Primarily for teachers, this may also help parents struggling through progressive 
teaching of numbers. It explains not only the methods but the aims. From earliest con- 
ditioning in nursery schools, this shows how knowledge is taught through experience, with 
blocks, tracks, actual counting work, on to more advanced work. Detailed explanation and 
outline of this structural arithmetic. (Fuller report P.98) (3/16) 
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